I rate medical officials say Toronto has been unfairly "scape-goated" by WHO\'s April 24 decision to issue an advisory against non-essential travel to Canada\'s financial hub because of an outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS).

Outraged politicians and scientists, including prominent Mount Sinai Hospital chief microbiologist Donald Low, said WHO was trying to appease ruffled feathers in China by unjustifiably including a western city in its list of dangerous destinations.

The number of SARS-related deaths in Canada has risen to 21, and the number of suspected cases has dropped to 330. The number of actual cases is 140, with almost all cases having contracted it in a health-care setting or through family members.

WHO issued the first travel advisory in its 55-year history on April 2 when it tagged Hong Kong and China\'s Guangdong province as ill-advised destinations. Last week, it added Toronto, Beijing, and China\'s Shanxi province to the list, arguing that the SARS outbreak in the Canadian city "has continued to grow in magnitude and has affected groups outside the initial risk groups of hospital workers, their families, and other close person-to-person contacts, although all the cases reported have identified links to known SARS cases.

In addition, a small number of persons with SARS, now in other countries in the world, appear to have acquired the infection while in Toronto."

But Canadian officials took issue with these claims. There hasn\'t been a new SARS case since April 18 or an infection in the community since April 6, said Toronto medical officer of health Sheila Basrur. "The outbreak is not over, but it is definitely under control."

In the face of Canada\'s furore, the WHO agreed to review its travel advisory on April 30, but irrespective of outcome, it\'s clear the damage has already been done. The \$3·5-billion tourism industry is down by more than 30% since the outbreak began.
